
This Teen Got Into All 8 Ivy League Schools. 

His Humble Response Will Inspire You. 
The Huffington Post  |  By Katie Sola 

 

When Harold Ekeh was accepted into all eight Ivy League schools, he didn't boast about 
his amazing feat. Instead, he thanked his teachers and parents. 
 
"He came into school and the first thing he said -- rather than saying 'Can you believe 
it?' -- he said, 'Thank you so much. I got into all eight Ivy League schools,'" science 
teacher Michelle Flannory told Newsday. "And that is Harold, and that is what he is 
about." 
 
The Nigerian-American teen came to the United States at the age of eight. His family 
lives in Elmont, New York, where Ekeh attends Elmont Memorial High School. 
 
Ekeh isn't your average high school senior. He scored a 2270 on the SAT, according to 
Patch, and was a semifinalist in the Intel Science Talent Search. He's editor-in-chief of 
the school newspaper, and vice-president of the Model United Nations. 
 
Feeling inadequate yet? Ekeh was also the homecoming king. He told Yahoo he hopes to 
become a neurosurgeon, a field he became interested in after his grandmother was 
diagnosed with Alzheimer's Disease. 
 
First, he has the pleasure of choosing between Brown, Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, 
Harvard, University of Pennsylvania, Princeton, and Yale. 
 
According to New York Magazine, Ekeh was also accepted to MIT, NYU, Johns Hopkins, 
Vanderbilt, and SUNY Stony Brook. 
 
Ekeh told Fox News Insider that he wrote his admissions essay about how his parents' 
resilience and determination to succeed in America inspired him. 
 
"You can accomplish great things if you work hard and persevere," he told Newsday. 
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1. Read the article fully.  Annotate your thoughts, ideas, and questions. 1 per 

paragraph. 

2. Fill in this theme statement 

This article, “___________________________________________________ 

____________________”, from The Huffington Post by _________________, is 

about ________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________, and reveals 

that _________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________. 

3. Indirect Characterization 

S- ______________________________________________________ 

T- ______________________________________________________ 

E- ______________________________________________________ 

A- _____________________________________________________ 

L- ______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harold Ekeh’s Speech 

Ex.“____________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

______________________________________________” 

Harold Ekeh’s Action 

Ex.“____________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

______________________________________________” 

Inferences:  

1. _______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________ 

2. _______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________ 


